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PREFACE 

Dangerous  Irony 
(or  Truth  is  Stranger  than  Fiction) 

An  East  Berlin  newspaper  deride©  Party  Secretary  »Valter  Ulbricht. 
By  our  correspondent   v'JoIfgang  ;/einert. 

Berlin,  December  5>  "^956. 

Recently  some  division  chiefs  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
Socialist  Unity  Party  who  are  responsible  for  controlling  the  East  Zone 
press  earnestly  labored  over  an  ironic  vignette  which  a  short  time 
before  had  appeared  in  "Sonntag"  (Sunday),  a  weekly  sponsored  by  the 
Soviet  Zone  Cultural  Association.   They  didn't  grasp  the  hidden  mean» 
ing  of  this  spiritual  product  right  away.   One  specific  interpretation, 
however,  induced  the  division  chiefs  to  report  the  matter  to  their 
boss,  Party  Secretary  Ulbricht.   It  seemed  the  state  was  once  again 
imperiled.   Ulbricht  ordered  a  copy  of  "Sonntag"  containing  this 
vignette  to  be  brought  to  him.   He  read: 

"In  the  school  of  Schilda  the  children  were  taught  for  many 
years:  'two  times  tv.o  is  nine.'   One  day  this  came  to  light 
and  the  teaching  staff  convened  for  an  extraordina,ry  con- 
ference during  which  it  was  discussed  at  length  how  to 
remedy  this  embarrassing  and  deplorable  situation.   One 
thing  to  be  avoided,  above  all,  «vas  any  danger  to  the 
authority  of  the  experienced  and  indispensable  arithmetic 
teacher.   Also  the  receptivity  of  the  young  minds  should 
not  be  overtaxed  all  of  a  sudden.   Considering  all  this, 
the  colleagues  resolved,  resting  on  their  rich  pedagogic 
experience,  not  to  spring  the  unaccustomed  truth  on  the 
students,  but  to  feed  it  to  them,  cautiously,  in  small 
doses.   Therefore,  the  arithmetic  teacher  was  told  to 
begin  with  rectifying  the  error  by  pointing  out  that  two 
times  two  is  not,  as  had  been  maintained  so  far,  nine, 
but  eight.   On  each  succeeding  day  he  was  to  reduce  this 
figure  by  one  until  finally  the  true  result  of  the  mul- 
tiplication problem  to  be  solved  would  be  achieved. 
However,  this  cleverly  conceived  plan  did  not  work.   It 
failed  because  of  the  rashness  of  the  naughty  children  for, 
on  the  second  day,  when  they  were  to  swallow  that  two  times 
two  wasn't  eight,  either,  but  seven,  they  had  secretly  during 
recess  scrawled  all  over  the  walls  of  the  vV.C.  the  equation 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 


(Cont'd  from  preceding  page) 

that  two  times  t.vo  is  four.   The  rumor  ciaiming  that 
after  this  incident  opinions  were  aired  by  members  of 
the  teaching  body  regretting  the  abolition  of  flogging 
is  slanderous  and  has  no  foundation  whatever." 

So  much  for  the  vignette.   Ulbricht  glanced  it  over  once  again, 
and  it  isn't  difficult  to  imagine  how  in  his  mind  Schilda  was  trans- 
formed into  the  German  Democratic  Republic,  the  school  into  mass 
agitation,  how  children  turned  into  the  inhabitants  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  and  the  incorrect  multiplication  into  the  propa- 
ganda and  reporting  of  "Neues  Deutschland"  (Ne.i  Germany),  and  finally, 
the  experienced  and  indispensable  arithmetic  teacher  into  himself. 
To  Ulbricht  the  fact  of  provocation  .vas  thus  established.   All  his 
efforts  at  converting  the  Stalinist  arithmetic  to  the  Leninist  system, 
'Which,  while  proceeding  slowly,  might  be  sabotaged  by  three  or  four 
more  such  ironic  features. 

/according  to  haarsay,  Ulbricht  pounded  the  desk  with  his  hand, 
shouting,  "That's  a  most  infamous  blow  against  the  Party."   Of  course, 
he  meant  the  ironic  feature.   However,  it  didn't  exactly  hit  the  nail 
on  the  head  since  in  the  parable  there  were  voices  within  the  faculty 
(which  in  reality  would  be  the  Secretariat  of  the  Central  Committee) 
pleading  for  punishment  by  flogging.   Actually,  the  following 
resolution  was  agreed  upon:   The  editors  of  "Sonntag"  had  to  regret 
their  refractoriness  and  to  chastise  themselves  ideologically.   Thus 
shortly  thereafter  a  censor  was  installed  at  the  "Sonntag."   It's 
just  too  bad  that  the  "children"  already  know  the  answer  to  the 
equation. 


il  - 


I  N  T  R  0  D  U  C  T  I  C  •! 

The  present  study  is  the  latest  in  a  series  of  survey  research 
projects  designed  to  obtain  audience  reactions  to  USIS-sponsored 
films  during  or  prior  to  general  distribution. 

The  USIS  feature  film  "Die  Schildbuer »er"  is  a  satire  caricaturing 
conditions  in  the  East  Zone  and  the  spirit  of  its  present  regiae  ana- 
logous to  the  old  German  "Schildbuerger"  fairytale;   a  story  about 
the  inhabitants  of  a  German  village  proverbial  for  their  foolishness. 

The  purpose  of  the  fil^i  is  to  contrast  the  sham  of  Pankow  actions 
with  the  lofty  principles  proclaizied,  and  thus  to  remove  any  credence 
whioh  might  be  placed  by  ..esterners  in  the  Soviet  regime.   In  its 
treatment,  the  film  ridicules  the  Communist  puppet  regime  in  Soviet- 
occupied  Sast  Germany  and  its  obstinate  but  unsuccessful  bids  for 
popularity  and  public  esteem.   In  addition,  by  emphasizing  the  segre- 
gation of  Communist  rulers  in  lankow  and  public  dislike  for  it,  the 
film  tries  to  ex^.ose  Communism  as  a  foreign  force  directed  from 
I!oscow.   The  tarj:et  audience  for  ^hom  the  film  is  generally  intended 
are  average  unsophisticated  people  and  the  satirical  makeup  of  the 
picture  attempts  to  drastically  expose  the  fallacies  of  a  totalitarian 
system,  which  is  not  backed  by  the  people,  but  maintained  solely  bj-- 
strong  secret  police  and  military  forces  as  well  as  cespotic  oppression. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  study,  the  film  was  presented  to  an 
audience  of  3OO  viewers  in  Frankfurt/liain.   In  order  to  get  this 
audience  of  "average- type"  people  who  were  willing  to  attend  the 
show,  approximately  1,000  contact  interviews  were  made.   The  invited 
persons  received  streetcar  tickets  to  provide  free  transportation  and  a 
free  movie-ticket  was  promised  to  them  as  some  incentive  for  their 
cooperation.   Some  interviews  were  conducted  right  after  the  showing 
at  the  theater,  and  the  remainder  within  the  following  24  hours  at  the 
homes  of  the  respondents. 

The  film  showing  took  place  ?n  December  I3,  I956  and  the  interview- 
ing was  done  by  BIVO  -  Gesellschaft  fuer  iLarkt-  und  Meinungsf orschung 
ffl.b»H.,  Frankfurt/Main,  a  Geraan  survey  research  organization  working 
under  contract  with  the  Research  Staff. 


On  the  whole  the  "Schildbueri^er"  film  seems  to  be  received 
with  mild  aijproval  accompanied  with  considerable  criticism.   rfhile 
peo,-le  generally  like  the  film,  it  seems  to  leave  .nost  of  them  with 
depressed  and  unpleasant  emotions. 

On  the  one  hand,  the  content  and  theme  of  the  film  apparently 
had  the  aiost  appeal  while  the  manner  of  presentation  was  heavily 
criticized.   The  use  of  the  title  and  the  credibility  of  the  film 
were  generally  approved.   However,  the  uncertainty  over  the  use  of 
humor  save  rise  to  many  criticisms.   In  this  connection  two  particular 
points  "were  noted  -   1)  in  a  list  of  eight  balanced  opinions  concerning 
the  film,  the  following  two  attributes  were  selected  most  frequently  - 
"too  propagandistic"  (MJ^)  and  "of  current  interest"  (315«);   2)  opposing 
interpretations  of  how  the  East  Zone  Communists  should  be  dealt  with 
are-  clearly  indicated,  since  a  sizeable  majority  of  the  test  audience 
thought  the  film  attempted  to  convey  the  message  that  the  East  Zone 
Communists  will  certainly  fade  away  and  therefore  people  need  do 
nothing  about  it.   This  supposed  message  runs  counter  to  majority 
opinions  of  what  should  be  done. 

Study  of  the  opinions  of  the  various  segments  of  the  population 
makes  it  quite  clear  that  the  more  elite  and  sophisticated  groups  are 
the  ones  most  critical  of  the  film  (e.g.  better  educated,  higher  income 
and  prestige  occupations). 


I«      General   F.t:actior-s 
FILZd  LIKED  BY  HiiLF   OF    ITS   AU3IZNCE    ... 

Judging  from  the  results  obtained  by  direct  inquirj^,  the  "Schild- 
buerger"  film  seens  to  be  fairly  -.veil  received.   Asked  hov.  they  liiced 
the  film,  52  per  cent  of  the  audience  replied  "very  good"  or  "good,"   The 
weight  of  opinion,  however,  leans  heavily  tosards  "good"  (447^)  rather  than 
"very  good"  (6;^).   About  cne-third  (51;^)  indicated  a  rather  lukewarm 
response  to  the  picture  finding  it  "neither  good  nor  bad"  .vhile  an  addi- 
tional 16  per  cent  showed  an  explicitly  negative  reaction. 

"How  do  you  like  the  fila  'The  Schildburgher  Stori"'?" 

Very  good  8^ 

uood  44 

iTeither  good  nor  bad  51 
Bad  9 

Very  bad  7 

iTo  opinion  1 

GVUllOU   LSALING-  SEGZcEITTS  LIKE  THE  FILL:  LEAST  . .  . 

rnile  in  the  overall  finding  the  film  is  received  with  cild  approval, 
group-breaks  reveal  very  interesting  differences  auong  the  various  popula- 
tion groupings.  Apparently  Lien,  the  better  educated,  those  in  the  higher 
income  brackets  and  in  prestige  occupations  like  the  film  least  and  express 
a  significantly  greater  anO'Unt  of  disapproval  than  Can  be  found  among  their 
counterpart  groups.   The  film  seems  to  be  better  received  by  older  people 
than  by  the  younger  age  groups.   (Of  tnose  above  45  years  of  age,  66   per 
cent  like  it  "good"  or  "very  good"  as  against  only  42  per  cent  and  47  per 
cent  of  the  younger  groups  indicating  that  favorable  a  reaction.) 

"How  well  did  you  like  the  film  'The  Schildburgher  Story'?" 

17  either 
Very  good/  good    Bad/     IIo  No.  of 

good nor  bad  very  bad  opinion     cases 

Total  Film  Audience  52/o       3lf,     16fo     Afc.lQOfc  30I 

Sex; 

1p2 
149 

117 
164 

106 
87 

67 
41 

92 

104 

105 

14 

49 

116 

52 
40 
50 


lilen 

48 

30 

21 

1 

rtouien 

57 

32 

10 

1 

Education: 

Elementary  school 

63 

53 

3 

1 

Beyond  elementary 

45 

30 

23 

2 

Income: 

Up  to  399  Sii 

60 

28 

11 

1 

400  to  599  DIl 

55 

29 

15 

1 

600  DK  and  more 

42 

34 

25 

1 

>To  answer 

42 

39 

17 

2 

^^e: 

18  to  29  years 

47 

28 

24 

1 

30  to  44  years 

42 

59 

17 

2 

45  years  and  over 

66 

26 

7 

1 

Cccufationj 

Professionals 

43 

14 

45 

Businessmen 

43 

43 

14 

^ 

flrTiite- cellar  v.orkers 

48 

30 

20 

2 

Skilled  and  sen^^i-skilled 

laborers 

65 

51 

^ 

_ 

Pensioners;  retired 

67 

23 

5 

5 

Others 

45 

57 

20 

CONTSKT  AND  THEiS  HAD  MOST  AFFZAL  -.. 

It  is  most  interesting  to  note  that  among  the  _-as.vers  to  the  open 
query,  "nhat  did  you  like  about  this  film,"  comments  coneerning  the 
content  and  t.ie..  li  of  the  picture  appear  most  often.   /?hile  the  laanner  of 
presentation  of  the  story  was  liked  by  almost  one-fourth  of  the  audience 
(23,"')  more  than  twice  as  ian;y  (52/s)  concerned  themselves  with  aspects 
of  the  content  and  themei   Among  the  latter  comments,  "the  realistic 
illustration  of  conditions  in  the  East  Zone"  and  "the  analogy  between  the 
DDh-t^overnaient  and  the  Schildburgher"  rank  highest. 

However,  10  per  cent  regect  the  film  so  strongly  that  they 
"didn't  like  ar.ything  about  the  film." 

"What  did  you  like  about  this  film?" 

A  -   CONTEIIT  AI;L  Tl-ffirS  (5^) 

The  realistic  illustration  of  conditions 

in  the  East  Zone  25^ 

The  analogy  bet«veen  the  GDR-government 

and  the  Schildbur^hers  18 

Details  concerning  the  plot  7 

The  peopleTs  opposition  to  the  Communist 

dictatorship  2 

B  -    ::^:::iZR  gf  frese:.tation  ( 2 % ) 

The  clear  and  popular  rjanner  of 

presentation  1^ 

The  humorous  and  satirical  handling 

of  the  theme  4 

The  courage  and  frankness  to  handle 

this  subject  3 

C  »  MISGSLLAITECUS  (lO/o) 

The  photography  4 

The  scenes  in  Berlin  and  in  the 

East  Zone  2 

Qualified  answers  3 

Cth-er-  answers  i 

(  yP) 

(I0fo) 


D   - 

I    LIKED  EVERYTHING  ABOUT   TEE   FILM 

E   - 

I    DIDN'T   LIKE   ANYTHING   ABOUT   TPS   FILM 

loe^i® 


©  Some  respondents  ^'ave  more  than  one  answer. 


COIv-EvEI'ITS   IN  DJiT.UL    ... 

".fhat  did  you  like  about  this  film?" 

A  "   GOIITSNT  AKD  THS-^iE  (52?^) 

The  realistic  illustration  of  conditions  in  the  Zast  Zone;         25^!^ 

"It  gives  us  an  idea  of  the  misery  of  the  Eas*  Zone 

population,  especially  their  mental  distress  and  their  fear 

of  state  functionaries." 
"The  picture  gives  a  true  impression  of  the  methods  applied 

by  the  East  Zone  govern.nent  to  deceive  the  people,   I've 

been  in  the  v7est  for  only  5  years  nov;,  and  therefore  I  oaji 

tell  the  difference." 
"I  vsas  very  much  impressed  by  the  realistic  representation 

of  the  East  Zone  functionaries." 
"It  is  interesting  to  learn  vvhat  life  is  like  in  the 

East  Zone. 
"The  Dad  economic  situatioii  of  the  East  Zone  .vas  demonstrated 

very  capably," 
"It  shows  us  -what  life  is  like  in  the  other  part  of  Germany." 


18 


The  analogy  between  the  GDR-governinent  and  the 

Schildburghers! 

"I  liked  the  comparison  between  the  Schildburghers  and  the 
present  situation  in  the  East." 

"The  comparison  between  the  foolish  pranks  of  the  Schild- 
burghers and  the  conditions  in  the  East  in  contrast  to  those 
in  the  ,«est  amused  me." 

"I  liked  the  idea  of  comparing  the  Schildburghers  to  the 
East  Zone  government," 

"The  comparison  with  the  folly  of  the  Schildburghers  v/as 
very  characteristic," 

"I  felt  the  compaiison  between  the  exploits  of  the  Schild- 
burghers and  the  present  situation  was  pretty  smart." 

Details  concerning  the  plot; 

"I  liked  the  family  with  the  carrier-pigeons.". 

"I  thought  it  very  impressive  that  the  father,  a  pigeon- 
breeder,  had  the  courage  to  criticize  the  iolicy  of  the  GDR 
in  front  of  his  politically  influenced  son," 

"I  .'.as  glad  that  the  cat  could  get  out  of  the  grain-silo 
in  time." 

The  people's  opposition  to  tne  Communist  dictatorship; 

"It  impressed  me  favorably  that  the  population  is  opposed 

to  Communism»" 
"I  approved  of  the  reserved  attitude  of  the  citizens  to^iard 

Communism," 


B  -  MNNER  OF  PRESENTATIOIT  (23>=) 

The  clear  and  popular  «ay  of  presentation;  16 

"The  contrasts  came  out  clearly  and  were  easy  for  the  audience 

to  understand," 
"The  thing  I  liked  best  was  the  natural  i;anner  of  presentation," 
"I  was  favorably  impressed  by  the  lively  manner  of  presentation 

and  the  way  in  which  the  theme  was  dealt  with," 
"In  my  opinion,  the  logical  buildup  of  the  story  was  good. 

It  will  easily  sway  a  lot  of  people." 
"I  liked  the  framework.   It  was  cleverly  devised." 


(Cont'd  on  next  page) 


(Cont'd  fron  precedine;;  pa^e) 

The  huiaoious  ^nd  oatirioal  hir.dliaj  of  the  theme;  4?^ 

"I  liked  the  humorous  way  of  illustrating  sad  events." 

"I  liked  the  humorous  way  of  dealing  /.ith  i-roblcffls  very  much." 

"I  liked  the  bizarreness." 

The  couraf^e  and  frankness  to  handle  this  subjcctt  5 

"I  liked  the  frank  way  of  makin.;;  a  film  on  this  ticklish 

subject." 
"I  was  favorably  impressed  by  people  having  the  courage  to 

show  a  film  like  this." 
"I  ad.aired  the  courageous  way  in  wnich  this  issue  was 

dealt  with.  It  should  be  shoo/n  to  the  public." 

C  '   MISCELLi?:SOUS  (10?J) 

T:.u  j  hoto,.:r:.j;hy;  4 

"The  cameraman  did  a  good  job.   That's  all  1  got  to  say," 

"The  optical  presentation  is  {rood." 

"Some  of  the  scenes  are  quite  competently  photographed." 

The  scenes  in  Berlin  and  in  the  3ast  Zone;  2 

"I  was  pleased  to  see  different  views  of  Berlin." 

"I  liked  the  scenes  whicli  were  shot  in  the  2ast  st^ctor  of 

E-irlin.  Also  the  pictures  from  the  xllast  Zone  were  very 

instructive." 

Qualified  answers;  3 

^^Tv.i:    idcia  is  original,  but  the  way  they've  dra.<n  this  compa- 
rison is  somewhat  cluinsy.   But  as  to  the  facts,  they  certain- 
ly aren't  niisinterpreted." 

"At  best,  it's  suited  for  a  youthful  audience." 

Other  answers:  "T 


"It  was  shown  that  history  repeats  itself,  and  that  today's 
leaders  have  learned  nothing  from  the  happenings  of  the  past. 
Some  of  the  citizens  are  brighter  than  their  leaders." 

"I  found  .-aany  of  my  ideas  confirmed." 


D  -  I  LIKLD  SVEBYTHING  A30UT  TPIB  FILM  (  %) 

"I  found  everything  pleasant," 

"I  felt,  it  «as  a  good  lilru  throughout." 

E  -  I  IiILN'T  LIKE  AIJYTHIHG  ABOUT  ThZ  FILM  (1C^) 

"There  wasn't  a  thing  that  pleased  me.   ./ho  .vould  be  inter- 
ested in  seeing  this  film?   iit  the  most,  it's  suitable  to  be 
shown  in  schools." 

"Thure  .vas  nothing  that  I  liked." 

"I'm  not  interested  in  films  which  show  a  political  tendency 
and  I  don' t  like  it," 

"Notiiing  at  all." 

F   -   KO   OPIHION/iTO   A-SwER  (iq^) 

108%® 

@   Soi.ie  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 


MANNER  OF   PRESEHTATIOIT   CRITICIZED   lAOST    ... 

Connon  cxporionco  in  survey  rosoarch  tocichcs  us  that  it  is  al- 
wr.ys  mor^  difficult  for  respondents  to  fornulato  their  criticisms  than 
likings  of  a  subject,  oven  if  criticism  is  especially  invited  and  en- 
couraged.  Therefore,  it  is  not  surprising  that  31  per  cent  -nere  un^ 
able  to  cite  any  criticism, 

\.Ticn  the  audience  was  asked  what  thoy  did  not  particularly  like 
about  the  film,  the  manner  of  presentation  r^^oeived  the  most  criticism, 
About  half  of  the  test-audionce  objected  to  the  way  the  theme  was  pre- 
sented and  dealt  with.   The  connents  frequently  reflect  strong  feelings 
of  disapproval  and  describe  the  presentation  as  clumsy,  inappropriate 
and  propagandistic. 

The  techi-.ical  aspects,  such  as  the  music,  sound,  photography  and 
acting  were  heavily  criticized  by  another  12  per  cent, 

'".7e  are  also  interested  in  hearing  your  criticisms 
and  would  like  to  know  what  you  did  not  particularly 
like  about  this  film," 

A  -  ILIMER   OF   PRESEITTATICN  ( 5 1^0 

Clumsy,  inappropriate  presentation 

of  the  theme  2^p 

Inaccurate  and  propagandistic 

presentation  20 

Overstressing  of  tlie  political  side  6 

Lack  of  clearness  and  comprehensiveness      5 

B   -   TEGHITICAL  ASPECTS  AIIP   SETUP  ( 1 2?o) 

The   music    (sound)  7 

The   photography  4 

The    actors  .  1 

C  -  IIISCELLAIIEOUS  •.  ( 1 2^^) 

The  negative  effects  of  the  film  5 

Particular  scones  2 

Other  answers  7 

D  -   I   SIDIT'T   LIKE   ;vITTI-IIlTC-  ABOUT   THE   FILM        (    Z/o) 

E  >■   I    LIIvBD   SVERYTHIIIG-   ABOUT   THE  FILM 
■  (NO   CRITICISII)  (    8^^) 

F  -  NO  OPINIQN/NO  .1IISV.^R  '       (23^.^ 

lOBfjQ 

e   Some  respondents  ^ave  more  than  one  answer » 


-  5 


co:ii.iiNTs  in  d:;t^il  ... 

"..0  art  also  interested  in  hearing  your  criticisms 
and  would  like  to  know  what  you  did  not  particularly 
like  about  this  film?" 

A   -   ..I^.XNSR  CF  FKESE..TATION  (51/') 

•Cli^n.^y,  inarjpropri:<tc  presentation  of  the  theniet  20?^ 

"!;<_  coaiparison  with  the  Schildbur£:hers  and  the  story  about 
the  carritr-piceonc   was  ijresent&d  in  a  clainsy  way  ar.d 
out  out  for  a  rather  primitive  audience," 

"I'.ioy  sort  of  hammer  tht  story  into  people's  heads." 

"I  didn't  likt  tnis  mixing'  of  a  serious  problem  with  the 
story  of  those  dear,  stupid  and  definitely  not  malicious 
Schildburghers.   This  pettifying  somehow  provides  a  jarring 
note,  for  people  should  be  put  in  a  serious  Uiood.   The 
subject  shouldn't  be  de^ilt  with  huniorously,  but  r^.tner 
sarcastically," 

"The  naive  manner  of  presentation,  this  depicting  things 
crudely  in  black  and  white,  is  an  entirely  unsuitaole 
approach  to  this  problem," 

"The  film  is  too  naive  in  its  presentation.   In  my  opinion, 
it  is  not  suited  to  make  the  ^/est  Germa.is  think  about  the 
conditions  in  the  East,   The  situation  in  tne  East  Zone  is 
too  serious  rind  too  important  to  be  treated  as  a  bagatelle," 

"The  comparison  .vith  the  Schildburghers  is  bad  and  dan^jerous- 
ly  presented.   The  seriousness  of  the  .natter  is  deliberately 
minimized.   The  difference  between  meanness >  criminality  and 
stupidity  is  ignored.   The  idea  of  letting  a  child  act  as 
commentator  on  the  story  ie  inadequate  and  risky." 

Inaccurate  and  propagandistjg  presentation;  20 

"The  presentation  is  stron{,ly  biased,   ilany  thin^-s  are  rather 
exaggerated," 

"The  presentation  is  too  rigid  and  long-'winded.   It's  too 
much  of  a  black-and-white  picture.   You  feel  all  the  tine 
that  you  are  being  lectured  by  a  schoolmaster," 

"It's  all  tcP  obvious  that  the  idea  behind  the  filiii  is  to 
■j.ake  propaganda,   iis  to  the  contents,  that's  opon  to  dispute." 

"The  film  is  too  propagandistic." 

"As  a  genui..e  democrat,  I  consider  this  film  as  mere  in- 
flammatory propaganda  against  the  Gerx^an  De^.ocratic  Republic 
,7e  needn't  be  surprised  if  the  East  resorts  to  the  same 
•ueans  to  defame  Western  policy.   The  confrontation  was  overdone," 

"I  didn't  like  the  blatant  propaganda  against  the  Russian- 
backed  East  Zone  government," 

Overstressinfc.  of  the  political  side;  5 

"The  subject  is  too  political  to  appeal  to  the  masses." 
"^s  tht.  film  is  too  political,  it  is  not  suited  for  public 

presentation." 
"I  am  not  too  fond  of  films  which  merely  deal  with  political 

subjects," 
"The  film  is  ■=■.   bit  too  political." 


(Cont'd  on  next  page) 


(Cont'd  from  preceding  page) 

Lack  of  clearness  snd  compreheasiveneasi  J'h 

"It  is  not  clear  to  A'hat  l:ind  of  audience  the  film  is 
addressed.   To  the  East?   I  can't  Relieve  it.   To  the  west? 
The  facts  described  in  this  film  are  generally  known.   To 
get  effective  results,  one  has  to  shovj  grimmer  facts." 
"It  should  have  demonstrated  even  raore  striking  contrasts." 
"The  beginning  of  the  story  should  be  raore  do  tailed.   They 
should  show,  for  instance,  how  the  Schildburghers'  Oianaged 
to  usurp  all  power  by  election   manipulations." 

B  ~  TECTilC^iL  ASPECTS  AND  SETUP  (IS/I'O 

The  music  (sound);  7 

"The  accompanying  music  was  sometimes  too  loud." 

"The   ausic   and    other   accoi.ipaTiying  noises    weren't   suitable." 

"I  wouldn't  say  that  jazz  is  the  appropriate  music  td  go  with 

scenes  showing  conditions  in  the  Federal  Republic." 
"The  sound  was  technically  bad  and  too  loud," 

The  photographyt  4 

"The  shots  should  have  been  better." 

"The  trick  shots  showing  the  comrades  running  were  poor 

and  the  movements  awkward," 
"The  setup  vjas  too  primitive." 

The  actors:  1 


"Thc^  actors  were  not  particularly  gifted." 

"The  acting  of  the  East  Zone  police  players  wasn't  too  good, 

"The  wooden  acting." 


G  -  MISCELLANEOUS  (12^^) 

The  negative  effects  of  the  filmt  3 

"Films  of  that  kind  do  not  contribute  towards  our  reunification," 
"The  conclusion  dra..'n  by  this  film  is  discourajiing," 
"It  demonstrates  the  danger  of  alienation  between  people  of 
the  German  Democratic  Republic  and  the  West  Geruians.   Seeing 
the  masses  of  ^ oung  sportsmen,  you  can't  help  thinking  that 
they  are  genuinely  euthusiastio  about  the  conditions  in  the 
Zone." 

Particular  scenes:  •  2 

"I  didn't  like  the  shooting  and  the  fire." 

"The  scenes  of  mass  demonstrations  were  too  loud." 

Other  answers:  7 

"Unfortunately,  the  film  can't  help  much.   It  doesn't  tell  us 

how  an  individual  can  contribute  towards  changing  tht;  hard 

conditions  in  the  East  Zone." 
"I  would  like  to  see  my  professional  counterpart  in  the  East 

Zone,  that  is  a  man  who  works  in  the  technical  field." 
"I  would  have  appreciated  it  if  they  nad  fitted  in  a  nice 

love  affair," 
"It  can  only  serve  as  an  instructional  film." 

D  -<  I  DIDN'T  LIKE  ANYTHING  ABOUT  THE  FILM    .  (  2^) 

S  -  I  LIKED  EVERYTHING  ABOUT  THE  FILM  (xNO  CRITICISM)  (  8^) 

F  ~  NO  OPINIOh/nO  ANSwER  {2^1o) 

108J^ 
^     Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 
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SLIGHT  TEiroEITCY  TO  SELECT  FAVORABLE  ATTRIBUTES  RATHER  THAII 
Ul^TAVORABLE  OlfES  .  .  . 

V/hen  the  rcspondontg  were  presented  v/ith  a  card  \7hcrc  favorable 
and  unfavorable  attributes  about  the  film  were  listed  in  a  mixed 
order  81  per  cent  selected  positive  items  and  65  per  cent  adverse 
cues.  Among  the  positive  adjectives  the  "current  interest"  and  the 
"realistic"  aspects  of  the  filra  were  most  cftcn  chosen;   among:  the 
unfavorable  attributes  "too  propagandistic"  and  "too  political"  were 
scloctod  most  often.   In  fact,  the  "too  propagandistic"  aspect  is  the 
most  frequently  mentioned  item  among  all  attributes  being  selected  by 
a  good  third  of  the  audience  (54/o)»  as  against  51  pcr  cent  selecting 
"of  current  interest". 

"In  the  following  we  have  listafl.  a  few  opinions 
which  could  be  expressed  conotrning  this  film, 
',/hich  of  them  comes  closest  to  your  own  feeling?"* 


The  film  is  of  current  interest 
The  film  is  realistic 
The  film  is  objective 

The  film  is  entertaining. 


51^;) 

^°  hl'f.   (+)  favorable 

^  <        attributc8 
o  J 


The  film  is  too  propagandistic 
The  film  is  too  political 
The  film  is  boring 
The  film  is  outdated 


(.   {65/^  (-)  unfavorable 
,  <        attributes 


ITo  opinion 


1 

145f^ 


List  not  in  order  of  actual  presentation. 
Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  ansT;er, 


V.licn  the  solection  of  attributes  was  analyzed  in  relation  to 
general  liking  of  the  film  a  positive  relationship  'bQtv70cn  overall 
appeal  and  the  choice  of  adjectives  was  found. 

In  the  follov.'ing  tahlc  it  will  ho  seen  that  those  people  who 
called  the  film  "good"  or  "very  good"  v/ore  about  four  tines  nore 
likely  to  choose  positive  descriptions  of  the  film  than  negative  ones 
(ll7'/o  versus  31^i)^   On  the  other  hand  those  who  disliked  the  film  were, 
hy  six  to  one,  more  likely  to  select  negative  adjectives  (l54/o  as 
against  215^). 

However^  even  among  those  who  judged  the  filra  as  "good"  or   "very 
good"  30  per  cent  criticized  it  as  cither  "too  political"  or  "too  pro- 
pagandistic,"  Among  those  explicitly  disliking  the  film  almost  all  ex- 
pressed the  same  objections.   The  "current  interest"  of  the  story  was 
the  most  frequently  selected  among  the  favorable  attributes  oven  by 
those  rejecting  the  film  as  a  whole  (13>'^)» 


"Hov.-  '^ell  did  you  like  the  film  'The 
Schildburgher  Storyf?" 

Very   neither  Dad/ 
good/  good     very  No       No,  of 
£Ood   nor  bad  bad   opinion  cases 
(156T   T94r~  WJ        (A)"         (301) 
'In  the  following  we  have 

listed  a  few  opinions  which 

could  be  expressed  concerning 

this  film.  '.Thich  of  them 

comes  closest  to  you^  ow:i 

feeling?" 

^Tho  film  is  of  current  intjres 

^The  film  is  entertaining 

(The  film  is  objective 

(The  film  is  realistic 

The  film  is  too  political 
^Tho  film  is  too  propa- 

gandistic 
'The  film  is  boring 
,Tho  film  is  outdated 

No  opinion 
G   Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 


t  AO/^ 

ZA'/o 

15Vo 

2% 

92 

9 

2 

2 

'17 

22 

6 

2 

r. 

42 

4^ 

^, 

-1. 

50 

21 

iiy^iO 

49>to 

2i^i: 

13^^ 

32>s 

2V^ 

-'^U 

60 

17 

42 

72 

50 

102 

- 

2 

32 

- 

17 

1 

-1, 

-1, 

- 

10 

31'/ JO 

81;fc 

134/fc 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

} 

U9'/£. 

1315^: 

155^  kD 

125^dC' 

434c 

MOST  P30PLC  LEFT  THE  S1I0\/ING  IN  A  DISTUrvE::D  STATE  OF  LIIiH)  ... 

One  of  the  ao3t  important  questions  in  the  evaluation  of  the 
"Schildburghor"  is  the  emotional  impact  of  the  filu.   On  this  point 
the  picture  seems  to  become  particularly  co-trov'-rsial  despite  fair 
acceptance  of  the  film  as  a  \/holc» 

Confronted  V7ith  a  card  consistinc  of  five  balanced  emotional 
reactions  to  the  film,  only  about  one  out  of  five  spectators  (2l^j) 
reported  pleasant  feelings  after  seeing  the  show  v;hile  the  groat 
majority  (60,')  registered  emotionally  negative  effects.   The  most 
frequently  mentioned  feeling  resulting  from  the  picture  is  a 
"depressing"  one  (55>)>  \/hile  another  fourth  of  the  respondents 
stated  that  the  film  "affected  thom  unpleasantly".   One  out  of  ten 
were  loft  completely  "xinmovod"  (lO^^j), 

The  question  as  to  v;hat  extent  the  above  described  emotional 
reaction  to  the  picture  is  desirable  or  not  (from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  objectives  of  the  films)  remains,  however,  outside  the  realm 
of  this  report. 

"IIov7  did  you  feel  after  you  had  seen  this  picture?" 


A  -  The  film  encouraged  rac 
B  -  The  film  amused  mo 


14>o 


21^ 


:ood  feelings 


C  -  The  film  doprussod  me 
D  -  The  film  affected  mo  un- 
pleasantly 

E  -  The  film  loft  mo  unnovod 

llo  opinion 


55  ) 


)60^o  -  bad  feelings 


25  ) 

10  ) 

lOa/o 


neutral 


10  - 


One  of  the  more  interesting  findings  of  the  population  group 
comparisons  is  that  the  women  and . the  lessor  educated  people  among 
the  audience  are  apparently  more  depressed  by  the  picture  tljan  others, 
T.hilc  those  segments  of  the  population  -  in  contrast  to  the  "more 
elite  and  sophisticated"  olemcnta  -  are  loss  critical  of  the  picture, 
they  seem  at  the  same  time  also  more  affected  by  negative  emotional 
reactions, 

"llov   did  you  feel  after  you  had  se^n  this  picture?" 

t  "  li''   i^]''   encouraged  me        )^  feelings 

B  "  The  film  amused  me  )  ^ 


D  -  The 

film  affected  me  un- 

)Bad  fee 

lings 

pleasantly 

) 

E  -  The 

film  loft  me  unmoved 

) Neutral 

Good 

Bad 

No 

No,  of 

feelings 

feelings 

lloutral 

opinion 

oases 

A+B 

0+D 

E 

Total  Filn  Auiicnco 

21/. 

60^0 

la;^ 

9^L. 

.1005^ 

501 

Sex: 

Hen 

25 

52 

14 

11 

152 

\,'omen 

19 

70 

5 

6 

149 

Educat_ion; 

Elementary  school 

19 

64 

7 

10 

117 

Beyond  elementary 

25 

57 

12 

8 

184 

Income: 

Up  to  599  DM 

24 

59 

9 

8 

106 

400  to  599  DM 

22 

64 

6 

8 

67 

6 00  DM  and  over 

18 

57 

15 

10 

67 

ITo  answer 

17 

58 

15 

10 

41 

Age: 

Up  to  25  years 

18 

60 

14 

8 

92 

50  to  44  years 

24 

60 

9 

7 

104 

45  years  and  over 

22 

59 

8 

11 

105 

Occupation: 

Professionals 

28 

56 

22 

14 

14 

Businessmen 

10 

72 

10 

8 

49 

Uhite-collar  workers 

20 

55  . 

13 

12 

116 

Skilled  and  semi- 

skilled laborers 

27 

61 

8 

4 

52 

Pensioners;  retired 

25 

59 

8 

8 

40 

Others 

27 

70 

" 

3 

50 

-  ll  - 


Cross-tabulation  rovgals  that  emotional  reaction  and  overall 
liking  of  the  filn  correlate  fairly  7/0II.   \.'hilc  necative  reactions 
predominate  regardless  of  the  degree  of  liking  of  the  picture,  their 
presence  is  greater  among  those  disliking  the  picture  than  among  the 
portion  of  the  audience  judging  the  picture  "good"  or  "very  good".  On 
the  other  hand,  in  the  table  below, more  of  the  pleasant  feelings  arc 
found  among  those  lil:ing  than  disliking  the  film,  i,o,  only  6  per  cent 
of  the  respondents  disliking  the  film  reported  a  positive  emotional 
reaction,  11  per  cent  of  those  with  a  lukewarm  opinion  indicated 
good  feelings  as  compared  with  51  pi-r  cent  of  those  explicitly  liking 
it. 

There  is,  however,  an  interesting  difference  to  note  between 
the  two  indicators  of  negative  emotional  impact,  Uhilc  the  "depress- 
ing" effect  seems  to  preponderate  among  the  group  liking  the  film  (4I/O 
with  only  I5  per  cent  of  them  reporting  that  "the  film  affected  them 
unpleasantly",  the  majority  of  those  disliking  the  picture  indicated 
"unpleasant  feelings"  (52^/^)  while  only  I7  per  cent  were  apparently 
"depressed"  by  the  film* 


'How  did  you  feel  after  you 
had  seen  this  picture?" 

The  film  encouraged  mc 
The  film  amused  mc 

The  film  depressed  mc 
The  film  affected  me 
unpleasantly 

The  filn  left  ne  un- 
moved 


"Ho»  well  did  you  like  the  film  "The 
Schildburgher  Story'?" 

Very   Neither   Had/ 

good/  good      very   No        Ho.  of 

good   nor  bad   bad    opinion   cases 


22r/ 

9 


41 


15 


36  )         17  )       50  )  107 


156 


65 


29 


52 


169 


'50 


74 


3 

15 

23 

- 

30 

10 

lOQF/o 

IQQFfo 

100^^ 

100^3 

26 
301 
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II  ♦   The  Treat.:.8nt  and  Presentation 

T.VO-THIRDS   CONSIDER  TITLE   OF  FIL'J  APFRCPRIATE    ... 

The  title  is  an  iaportant  part  in  the  treatment  and  presentation 
of  the  film  story.   This  is  especially  true  with  the  picture  under 
scrutiny  where  the  theme  as  such  is  generally  approved,  but  the  presenta- 
tion of  it  seems  to  be  rather  controversial  (based  on  replies  to  query 
on  what  was  disliked  about  the  picture). 

rthen  respondents  .vere  asked  whether  the  title  "Die  Schildbuerger" 
was  appropriate,  almost  7  out  of  ten  {Sffc)    replied  in  the  affirmative. 
Only  a  quarter  (25Jo)  held  the  opinion  that  the  title  of  the  film  was 
not  aptly  selected. 

The  men,  better  educated,  higher  income  bracKets  and  white-collar 
workers  appear  again  to  be  more  critical  also  concerning  the  title  than 
their  counterpart  groups. 

"^s  you  know,  the  title  of  the  film  is  'The  Schildburgher 
Story'.   In  your  opinion,  is  the  title  of  the  film 
appropriate  and  aptly  selected,  or  isn't  it?" 

Yes,  No, 

appropriate      title    is      No  No.    of 

and   apt not   apt        opinion  cases 

Total  Film  iiudience  67-/^  2  5fj  S^J.  ..100^  301 

Sexj 

Men  61         52        7  152 

Aomen  73         17       10  149 

Education; 

Eleuentary  school  72         15       I5  117 

Beyond  elementary  64         3I        5  164 

Income: 


Others 


61 

52 

7 

73 

17 

10 

72 

15 

13 

64 

31 

5 

71 

16 

13 

70 

22 

8 

57 

40 

5 

64 

29 

7 

66 

24 

10 

65 

28 

7 

68 

25 

q 

71 

29 

_ 

67 

27 

6 

57 

54 

9 

79 

10 

11 

70 

20 

10 

75 

20 

7 

Up   to  399  DM  71  16  13  106 

400  to  599  DM  70  22  8  87 

600  DM  and  more  57  40  3  67 

No  answer  64  29  7  41 

Age; 

18  to  29  years  66  24  10  92 

30  to  44  years  65  28  7  10. 

45  years  and  over  68  23  9  I05 
Occupation; 

Professionals 

Businessmen  67  27  6  49 

..hite-collar  workers  57  34  9  116 

Skilled  and  seini-skilled 

laborers  79  10  11  52 

Pensioners;  retired  70  20  10  40 


50 
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ONE-HALF  APPROVE  OF  SATIRICAL  TREATMENT  ... 

//hen  a  direct  inquiry  v.as  put  to  the  j-eople  concerning  the  amount 
of  satirical  humor  in  the  film,  almost  one-fourth  (Zy/i)    indicated  their  dij 
satisfaction  because  the  story  was  handled  with  "too  much"  of  it,  an 
additional  I5  per  cent  objected  because  it  was  "too  little".   One  out  of 
two  viewers  called  it  "just  right". 

The  same,  more  sophisticated,  segments  of  the  ^^opulation  took  a  more 
critical  stand  than  the  other  parts  of  the  audience  on  this  issue  also 
and  reported  in  greater  proportions  that  the  story  was  handled  v/ith  "too 
much"  satire. 

"Do  you  have  the  impression  that  the  story  of  the 
film  is  handled  with  too  much  or  too  little  ironic 
humor,  or  is  it  just  right  as  it  is?" 


Too 

Too 

Just 

No 

No.  of 

much 

little 

right 

opinion 

cases 

Tctil  Film  iiudience 

25/0 

^}fo 

53fo 

1lf....100?fe 

301 

Sex: 

Men 

50 

15 

46 

11 

152 

.:omen 

17 

12 

60 

11 

149 

Education: 

Ele.nentary  school 

14 

9 

66 

11 

117 

Beyond  elementary 

29 

15 

45 

11 

164 

Income: 

Up  to  399  DM 

21 

10 

57 

12 

106 

400  to  599  DM 

20 

11 

60 

9 

87 

600  DM  and  more 

53 

15 

44 

10 

67 

Ko  answer 

22 

20 

46 

12 

41 

Age; 

18  to  29  years 

25 

10 

55 

12 

92 

50  to  44  years 

25 

13 

52 

10 

104 

45  years  and  over 

20 

14 

54 

12 

105 

Occupation: 

Professionals 

56 

7 

43 

14 

14 

Businessmen 

29 

10 

47 

14 

49 

rthite-collar  -workers 

30 

15 

46 

9 

116 

Skilled  and  semi-skilled 

laborers 

4 

15 

71 

12 

52 

Pensioners;  retired 

20 

12 

58 

10 

40 

ethers 

20 

10 

60 

10 

30 
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USE  OF  HUMOR  CONSIDSRED  ^.UiiSTIONiiBLE  .  .  . 

rfhila  most  viewers  seemed  to  think  the  amount  of  satirical  humor 
«as  all  right,  the  replies  to  another  query  concerning  the  use  of  humor 
in  handling  the  subject  matter,  brings  the  whole  device  into  question. 
The  audience  is  divided  into  three  equally  large  groups  over  the  point 
as  to  whether  or  not  the  film  should  have  follced  a  more  serious  line 
than  it  actually  did.   Thirty  per  cent  felt  that,  in  view  of  its  theme, 
the  film  was  far  too  much  on  the  humorous  side.   ^.  little  over  a  quarter 
of  the  spectators  (28-;^),  .vhile  tending  to  regret  the  use  of  humor,  do 
not  wish  to  go  as  far  as  saying  that  another  type  of  treatment  would 
have  improved  the  film.   Fully  one-third  (j^:"^)  .  however,  think  that  it 
was  quite  rie:ht  for  the  film  to  present  the  theme  in  the  humorous  manner 
that  it  did. 

".-ind  here  are  a  few  more  general  opinions  about  the 
picture,   '..'ould  you  please  tell  me  with  which  one 
you  are  in  closest  agreement?"   (CARD) 


A   -  The  theme  of  the  film  is  too 
serious  to  be  handled  in  a 
humorous  manner.  '^Ofi 

B  -  The  theme  of  the  film  could  have 
been  handled  in  a  more  serious 
manner.   I  don't  know,  however, 
whether  that  would  have  improved 
or  worsened  things.  28 

C  -  To  make  fun  of  it  was  just  the 

right  way  to  handle  this  theme.         35 

No  opinion 
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statistical  breakdowns  reveal  that  the  humorous  line  of  the 
film  was  received  with  greatest  criticise  by  the  men  and  the  higher 
status  groups  (i.e.  beyond  eleuentary  education,  higher  income, 
professionals).   On  the  other  hand,  the  treatment  was  most  favorably 
received  among  the  correlates  of  these  groups.   The  two  groups  who  seem 
:20st  receptive  to  the  use  of  humor  in  the  handling  of  the  theme  are 
the  laboring  groups  and  those  ftho  are  retired. 

"And  here  are  a  few  more  general  opinions  about  the 
picture,   ./ould  you  please  tell  me  with  which  one 
you  are  in  closest  agreement?"  (CiRD) 

Ji   -  The  theme  of  the  film  is  too  serious  to  be 
handled  in  a  humorous  manner. 

B  -  The  theme  of  the  film  could  have  been  handled 

in  a  more  serious  manner.   I  don't  know,  however, 
whether  that  would  have  improved  or  worsened 
things . 

C  -  To  make  fun  of  it  was  just  the  ri^ht  way  to 
handle  this  theme. 


No 

No .  of 

3 

c 

opinion 

cases 

Total  Film  Audience 

30/0 

28/. 

33/= 

3-7o...'\OOfo 

301 

Sexj 

Men 

55 

30 

28 

7 

152 

v/oraen 

26 

26 

37 

11 

149 

Education; 

Elementary  school 

25 

21 

42 

14 

117 

Beyond  ele..:entary 

35 

32 

27 

6 

184 

Income : 

Up   to  599  DM 

26 

31 

33 

10 

106 

400  to  599  DM 

28 

25 

41 

6 

87 

600  DM  and  more 

39 

30 

30 

1 

67 

Ko  answer 

37 

22 

17 

24 

41 

Ape: 

Up  to  29  years 

35 

32 

23 

10 

92 

30  to  44  years 

25 

30 

35 

10 

104 

45  years  and  over 

52 

22 

38 

8 

105 

Occupationj 

Professionals 

50 

21 

29 

. 

14 

3usiness.-nen 

25 

52 

25 

18 

49 

,/hite-collar  workers 

35 

30 

31 

4 

116 

Skilled  and  serni-skilled 

laborers 

15 

1? 

47 

19 

52 

Pensioners;  retired 

33 

25 

40 

2 

40 

Others 

40 

33 

20 

7 

30 

\6   - 


The  following  cross-tabulation  shows  a  clear  correlation  between 
general  liking  of  the  film  and  acceptance  of  the  humorous  treatment  of 
the  subject.   //hile  the  greater  part  of  those  ^ho  thought  the  film  to 
be  "very  good"  or  "good"  also  thought  that  the  humorous  presentation 
adopted  in  the  film  was  the  right  way  to  deal  with  the  subject  at  hand, 
a  good  portion  still  objected  to  or  had  reservations  about  the  treatment. 
On  the  other  extreme,  those  who  said  the  film  was  "bad"  or  "very  bad"  were 
much  more  vehement  in  their  objections  to  the  humorous  treatment.    Those 
members  of  the  audience  who  declared  themselves  unable  to  judge  the  film 
as  either  good  or  bad,  while  also  adopting  a  more  middle  position  here 
too,  tended  to  be  more  on  the  critical  side  with  regard  to  the  satirical 
aspect  of  the  film. 

"How  well  did  you  like  the  film 
'The  Schildburgher  Story'?" 

Very   Neither  Bad/ 

good/  good     very  .Mo        No.  of 
good   nor  bad  bad   opinion   cases 
UW)       (94)    1477    (4)     IWl 
"And  here  are  a  few  more  general 

opinions  about  the  picture.   Would 

you  please  tell  me  with  which  one 

you  are  in  closest  agi'eement?" 

A   -   The  theme  of  the  film  is  too 
serious  to  be  handled  in  a 
humorous  manner.  18^    J)6%  ^I'fo  75^         92 

B  -  The  theme  of  the  film  could  have 
been  handled  in  a  more  serious 
manner.  I  don't  know,  however > 
whether  that  would  have  improved 
or  worsened  things.  28     50      25     25  84 

C  -  To  make  fun  of  it  was  just  the 

right  way  to  handle  this  theme.     45     24       9      ,  98 

No  opinion  9     10     9    -  27 


9     10     9    -  27 

1 00/c   100/3   100/0  loofc  501 
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VIEi^^ERS  AGREE  FILM  REVEALS  SPIRIT  OF  EAST  ZONE  REGIIffi  ..« 

Another  iaiportant  factor  in  the  treatment  ie  whether  the  film  is 
felt  to  portray  conditions  in  the  East  Zone  as  they  really  are  or 
whether  it  givtis  a  false  or  exaggerated  picture. 

About  three-quarters  of  the  audience  indicated  that  they  felt  - 
by  being  in  agreement  with  Mr.  Schmidt's  view  -  that  while  the  filn 
nay  caricature  conditions  in  the  East  Zone  it  truly  reveals  the  spirit 
of  the  regime.   Only  one  person  out  of  ten  (11^)  agreed  that  the  film  was 
misleading  by  giving  a  false  picture  of  conditions  in  the  East  Zone, 

".«hich  of  these  two  opinions  comes  closest  to  your 
own  vie  v.?"   (C^RD) 

Mr.  Lluellert   The  film  is  misleading.   It  gives  a  false 
picture  of  conditions  in  the  jiagt  Zone. 
If  the  rulers  in  the  Zone  really  v.ere 
such  Schildburghers,  they  couldn't  have 
stayed  in  power  80  long. 

Mr.  Schmidt;   The  film  caricatures  conditions  in  the 

East  Zone,  but  it  revealg  the  spirit  of  the 
reginic  as  it  really  is.   In  many  respects 
the  rulers  of  the  East  Zone  may  well  be 
compared  with  Schildburghers. 


Mr.  A^ueller  Mfo 

Mr.  Schmidt  74 

No  opinion  1^ 

Too^ 
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Comparison  of  population  groupings  reveal  once  again  the  critical 
reactions  of  opinion-leading  segments  in  respect  to  the  treatnent  of  the 
subject  matter.   About  t^ice  as  many  of  the  :2en,    better  educated  and 
higher  incone  people  accept  "Mr.  Mueller's"  viev;  (judging  the  film  as 
raisleading)  than  can  be  found  among  their  counterparts.  . 


'.('hich  of  these  two  opinions  comes  closest  to  your 


own  view 

Mr.  /luellers 


?"   (CiiRD) 


The  film  is  misleading.   It  ^±\ez   a 

false  picture  of  conditions  in  the 
East  Zone.   If  the  rulers  in  the  Zone 
really  were  such  Schildburghers ,  they 
couldn't  have  stayed  in  power  so  long. 

Schmidt;   The  film  caricatures  conditions  in  the 
East  Zone,  but  it  reveals  the  spirit  of 
the  regime  as  it  really  is.   In  many 
respects  the  rulers  of  the  East  Zone  may 
well  be  compared  with  Schildburghers. 

No        No.  of 
Mr.  Mueller  Mr.  Schmidt   opinion   cases 


Total  Film  audience 

1l/o 

74?^ 

l5/c...1( 

oo<fo    501 

Sext 

Men 

15 

74 

11 

152 

•Vomen 

8 

75 

17 

149 

Education: 

Elementary  school 

7 

75 

18 

117 

Beyond  elementary 

14 

74 

12 

184 

Incone: 

Up   to  399  DM 

8 

78 

14 

106 

400  to  599  DM 

14 

72 

U 

87 

600  DM  and  uore 

15 

75 

10 

67 

No  answer 

10 

68 

22 

41 

Age: 

Up  to  29  years 

12 

78 

10 

92 

50  to  44  years 

9 

78 

15 

104 

45  years  and  over 

15 

68 

19 

105 

Occupation: 

Professionals 

7 

86 

7 

U 

Businessmen 

8 

72 

20 

49 

v/hite-collar  workers 

16 

75 

11 

116 

Skilled  and  semi-skilled 

laborers 

. 

85 

15 

52 

Pensioners;  retired 

15 

67 

20 

40 

Others 

17 

75 

10 

>o 
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III.  .Vhat  the  Film  Conveyed 

ALMOST  EVERYONE  IirOICATED  SOiE  COMPREHENSION  OF  THEME  ...  . 

The  message  and  theme  of  the  picture  "Die  Schildbuerger"  is 
rather  obvious.  Therefore  it  should  not  surprise  the  reader  that  only 
3  per  cent  showed  no  understanding  of  the  theme  at  all.   Making  due 
allowances  for  such  shortcomings  as  lack  of  articulation  and  ability 
to  express  oneself  on  the  part  of  the  respondents,  we  can  say  that 
97  per  cent  of  the  audience  indicated  at  least  some  comprehension. 
The  finding  by  itself  is  not  necessarily  good  and  certainly  not  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  effectiveness. 

"iVhat  do  you  think  the  film  mainly  intended  to 
convey?" 

Summary  Table 

Clear  comprehension  indicated        19^ 
Some  comprehension  indicated         78 
No  comprehension 


Too^ 


Because  of  the  fact  that  the  film  is  easily  recognized  as  anti- 
Communistic  rather  rigorous  criteria  have  been  employed  to  identify 
some  measurable  degree  of  comprehension.   Possibly  as  a  result  of  this 
decision  only  one-fifth  (195^)  indicated  clear  understanding  of  the  theme< 

COI^MENTS  IN  DETAIL  .  .  . 

"What  do  you  think  the  film  mainly  intended  to 
convey?" 

CLEAR  COMPREHENSION  (195^) 

The  mistakes  and  incompetence  of  a  Communist  regime 

were  demonstrated!  11 

"The  idea  was  to  draw  a  parallel  to  the  events  and  conditions 
in  East  Berlin.   The  story  revolves  around  the  inane 
machinations  of  the  government  that's  in  power  over  there." 

"Totalitarianism  was  to  be  exposed.   In  particular,  the  idea 
was  to  describe  the  Communist  dictatorship  with  the  inherent 
deficiences  of  this  form  of  government." 

"The  stupidity  and  incompetence  of  a  handful  of  people  who 
keep  a  large  number  of  their  fellowmen  in  check  by  employ- 
ing coercive  means  was  to  be  exposed." 

"People  were  to  be  shown  how  incompetent  the  government 
of  the  East  Zone  is." 

"The  film  is  an  attempt  to  nail  down  the  chief  character- 
istics of  the  Soviet  regiuie.   This  was  done  not  by  describ- 
ing the  actual  developments  objectively,  or  soberly,  but 
by  ridiculing  them  because  of  their  very  absurdity." 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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(Cont'd  from  preceding  page) 

The  dangers  of  a  Communist  regine  were  demonstrated}  5^ 

"The  daiigers  of  3olsli£vj.sa  -.vere  indicated." 
"The  rule  of  terror  of  CoL.uiunisn  was  illustrated," 
"The  necessity  of  combatting  Conmunisn  was  illustrated." 
"It's  sort  of  a  warning  about  t^e  Communist  menace  addressed 
to  us." 

The  analog;^^  between  the  jpR-government  and  the  Schildburghers 

was  pointed  up;  3 

"The  government  officials  of  East  Berlin  were  compared  with 
Schildburghers." 

"It's  an  attempt  to  find  a  common  denominator  for  the  big- 
wigs of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  and  the  aldermen 
of  Schilda." 

"People  were  to  understand  that  the  present  rulers  in  the 
East  Zone  have  behaved  like  Schildburghers  for  years  at 
the  expense  of  the  German  people." 

SOia:  COIgFJEHZlISION  (78^)  + 

Description  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  a  55 

"They  intended  to  describe  the  conditions  as  they  really 

are  in  the  so-called  German  Democratic  Republic." 
"People  were  to  get  an  idea  of  conditions  in  the  Soviet 

Zone  and  of  what  lies  at  the  root  of  it  all," 
"As  far  as  I  know,  the  idea  was  to  inform  people  of  the 

way  conditions  have  been  in  the  East  Zone  in  the  past," 
"The  film  was  uiade  to  illustrate  conditions  in  the 

Eastern  Sector^" 
"People  should  get  an  idea  of  how  things  stand  in  the 

Soviet  Zone»" 
"The  tragedy  Of  the  East  Zone  was  disclosed,'' 
"The  film  told  about  the  political  pressure  exerted  on 

people  in  the  East  and  about  the  attitude  of  the  SSD 

bigwigs." 
"It  ¥;as  to  shov;  how  a  people  is  being  enslaved  by  false 

propaganda  and  political  controls" 
"The  intent  was  to  describe  how  our  brotners  and  sisters 

in  the  Gerjian  Democratic  Republic  are  being  oppressed." 
"The  political  conditions  in  the  GDR  were  disclosed,'- 
"The  film  meant  to  illustrate  how  people  over  there  are 

held  in  subjection^" 


EjSR.VX'g^i  Cpm^a,ri.songs 
(GeheraTyT" 


(26^) 

11 


"The  idea  was  to  disclose  the  contrast  between  East  and  .Yesto" 
"Conditions  in  the  East  were  compared  to  those  in  the  iVest," 
"It  was  East  versus  7/esto" 
"The  contrast  between  East  and  West  was  presented*" 

(Political  differences) ;  1 0 

"They  wanted  to  point  up  the  difference  between  a  dictatorship 

and  democracy,  and  between  freedom  and  oppressionc" 
"The  idea  w&s  to  show  the  wide  gap  between  East  and  r'/est  - 

that  is,  the  'people's  democracy'  in  the  East  versus  genuine 

democracy  in  the  .Vest.'' 
"The  idea  was  to  describe  the  political  situation  of  the  East 

Zone,   The  contrast  is  presented  between  the  suppression 

people  are  subjected  to  in  the  East  as  against  the  freedom 

people  enjoy  in  the  Tvest  in  the  economic  as  well  as  in  the 

political  sector." 
'•They  wanted  to  illustrate  the  difference  between  the  social 

order  in  East  and  West." 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
+   3ased  on  number  of  actual  respondents  -  some  respondents  gave  more 
than  one  answer. 
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(Cont'd  from  preceding  page) 

(LJTJpg  oondltioos):  5^ 

"This  fila  was  meant  to  illustrate  ho*  different  everyday 

life  is  in  the  East  Zone  as  compared  to  the  West  Zone  of 

Germany." 
"The  difference  between  living  conditions  in  East  and  West 

was  to  be  exposed." 
"Jorking-  and  living  conditions  in  the  East  were  set  off 

against  conditions  in  the  West," 

It  was  propaganda  against  the  Eastt  &^ 

"It  was  a  propaganda  film  directed  against  the  GDR." 

"It  was  propaganda  against  the  USSR*" 

"The  essence  of  the  film  was  an ti -Communist  propaganda." 

"It  was  a  tolack-and-white  picture,  black  in  the  GDR  versus 

white  in  the  Federal  Republic.   I  cannot  help  feeling  tt 

was  clumsy  propaganda," 

People  are  fundamentally  opposed  to  tptalitarianismt  5 

"They  meant  to  show  that  you  cannot  win  the  sympathies 

of  a  people  by  force," 
"The  majority  of  people  oppose  the  existing  regime.   That 

was  the  message  of  the  film." 
"The  way  I  see  it,  they  meant  to  demonstrate  that  nothing 

can  be  achieved  by  using  coercion  and  pressure," 

Enlightenment  on  the  propaganda  apparatus  of  the  GDR 

was  furnished;  4 

"The  idea  was  to  enlighten  people  on  the  mendacious  pro- 
paganda of  the  East  Zone  rulers," 

"The  film  provides  an  insight  into  the  propaganda  activities 
of  the  East  government  leaders," 

"The  lies  and  excuses,  which  are  fed  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  East  Zone  and  other  countries,  were  to  be  exposed," 

The  foreseeable  end  of  the  GDR  regime  was  predicted;  4 

"The  idea  was  to  make  people  understand  that  such  a  government 
simply  cannot  stay  in  power  forever," 

"People  were  to  understand  that  the  day  will  come  when  the  in- 
habitants of  our  East  Zone  will  be  free  of  all  pressure  be- 
cause such  methods  won't  work  in  the  long  run," 

"A  comparison  was  drawn  to  show  that  just  as  the  Schildburghbrs 
were  tripped  up  by  their  actions,  the  GDR-government  will 
some  day  go  to  the  wall," 

It  was  a  political  information  film;  4 

"The  idea  was  to  give  people  a  lesson  in  politics." 

"They  furnished  political  enlightenment." 

"They  meant  to  express  a  certain  political  conviction," 

Other  answers;  6 

"The  film  was  made  with  the  idea  of  promoting  reunification." 
"Freedom  and  honesty  are  the  underlying  ideas," 
"They  most  aptly  conveyed  the  truth," 

NO  COI.IPREHEIJSION  (  5^) 

No  opinion/No  answer;  3 

112^ 
@  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer, 
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OPPOSING   I.^TERPKSTATIONS   OF   FILM'S   LESSAGB   OF    ::-V.  DLING 
LhQT  ZOI^IE   COmiUiTISTS    .  .  . 

Since  the  West  German  jopulation  is  fundauentally  anti- 
Communist  in  character,  one  can  safely  assume  that  they  will 
easily  realize  the  theme  and  generally  approve  of  its  tendency.  Hence, 
the  two  other  factors,  which  are  necessaryin  order  to  achieve  the 
]<:ind  of  impact  the  film  aspires  to,  become  vital.   One  is  the 
treatment,  the  manner  of  presentation  which  the  theme  received  (which 
has  heen  dealt  with  in  Chapter  II)  and  the  other  is  the  impressions 
which  the  film  and  its  story  left  with  the  audience  in  respect  to 
the  particular  situation  of  a  Germany  divided  into  a  democratic  and 
a  Communistic  area. 

The  picture  did  not  lay  out  any  concrete  course  of  action  on 
how  to  deal  -..'ith  the  Go-amunists.   As  a  result  it  becomes  possible 
for  the  viewex-s  to  read  in  two  different  interpretations  of  the 
storyt   (1)  The  impression  that  the  Communists  v.ill  merely  fade 
away  and  the  East  Zone  will  be  free  again  without  any  action  from 
the  'west,  and   (2)  the  impression  that  the  Communists  will  rxiiver 
disappear  unless  everything  is  done  to  free  the  Zast  Zone. 

Both  views  were  presented  to  the  test  audience  for  their 
Opinion  as  to  which  of  them  the  film  tried  to  convey, 

"I>{r.  Schulse"  representing  the  second  interpretation  received 
almost  half  (49/c)  of  the  votes  and  slightly  outweighed  "Mr.  Meier" 
(56^)  who  believed  in  alternative  number  one.   it  should  be  noted 
that  these  differences  in  the  percentages  reveal  sufficient  confusion 
in  the  minds  of  the  audience  as  to  vjhat  solution  was  to  be  disseminated 
by  the  picture. 

Study  of  the  replies  made  by  the  various  segments  of  the 
population  makes  it  apparent  that  the  more  "elite"  and  "sophisticated" 
people  -  which  are  also  the  ones  most  critical  of  the  picture  -  are 
more  inclined  than  the  others  to  believe  that  the  film  preaches  a 
"do  nothing"  sermon. 
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"Which  of  thu  following  impressions  does  this  film 
try  to  convey?  (CARD) 

LIr.  :.:.  Jul-;    One  day  the  Communists  will  just 
fade  away  and  the  East  Zone  will 
a^ain  be  free.   -.'•-■  needn't  do  any- 
thin^;  about  it,  since  it  is  certain 
to  occur, 

.vlr.  Schulzet   The  Coiumunists  are  so  firmly  entrenched 
in  the  East  Zone  that  they  will  never 
leave  of  their  own  '.vill.   If  we  don't 
do  everything  to  free  the  East  Zone, 
the  Communists  will  never  disai..i.ear." 


iur. 

Lleier  :. 

Ir.  Schulze 

"Do 

Ho 

lie.  of 

no 

thing" 

".-.ct" 

oi-inion 

cases 

Total  FiliH  Audience 

5655 

49^ 

15^0...  1007^ 

501 

Sex: 

lilen 

40 

50 

10 

152 

,VoGen 

32 

48 

20 

149 

Educationi 

EleiHontary  school 

26 

55 

19 

117 

Beyond  ele.asntary 

45 

45 

12 

184 

In  CO. lit  2 

Up   to  599  DM 

54 

50 

16 

106 

400  to  599  DM 

55 

52 

15 

87 

bOO  DH  and  over 

48 

45 

7 

67 

No  answer 

29 

47 

24 

■   41 

is  to  29  years 

58 

52 

10 

92 

30  to  44  yet.rs 

59 

46 

15 

104 

45  years  and  over 

51 

49 

20 

105 

Occupation: 

professionals' 

45 

50 

7 

14 

iiusiness:nen 

51 

53 

16 

49 

White-collar  workers 

48 

^1 

11 

116 

Skilled  and  semi-skilled 

laborers 

29 

59 

12 

52 

Pensioners;  retired 

28 

47 

25 

40 

Others 

20 

57 

23 

.50 

In  order  to  find  out  whttlicr  the  impression  left  by  the  film  is  the 
same  as  the  respondents'  own  opinion  on  this  particular  issue,  the  same 
card  was  ag-ain  given  to  the  audience  so  tliat  they  mi^-ht  indicate  their 
own  feelings.   Now"Mr.  Schulze' s"  opinion  became  raajority  opinion  (61/S) 
and  "Mr.  ileier's"  supporters  went  down  to  a  bare  fifth  (20';i), 

",7hich  of  the  two  following  impressions  does  tnis 
film  try  to  convey?  (CAIiD) 
And  what  is  your  own  opinion?" 

Mr.  Meier  I     One  day  the  Co-iaunists  will  just  fade 

away  and  the  East  Zone  will  :j£;ain  be  free, 
Vi/e  needn't  do  anything  about  it,  since 
it  is  certain  to  occur. 

Mr.  Schulze:   The  Coi^munists  are  so  firuili^  entrenched 

in  the  East  Zone  that  they  will  never  leave 
of  their  own  will.   If  we  don't  do  every- 
thing to  free  the  East  Zone,  the  Communists 
will  never  disappear. 

I''ila  Idea   Own  Idea 

"r.    "-icr   (t)o    nothincr)  '^g^  2QPio 

Mr.    Schulze    (Act)  49  51 

IIo   opinion  13  ig 

_  24  -  100^  T5ojo 


Cross- tabulation  of  "both  replies  resulted  in  the  finding  that 
people  caoxe  or  less  interpreted  the  film  story  in  line  with  their 
own  attitude,  i.e.  60  per  cent  of  those  thinking  tnat  we  should  "do 
nothing"  (L'r.  Lleier's  view)  also  interpret  the  film's  ruessa^e  in  Mr. 
Meier's  version  and  72  per  cent  of  the  group  with  the  opinion  that 
we  should  "act"  agree  with  Mr.  Schulze's  interpretation  of  the  film. 


"And  what  is  your  own 
alternatives  "Mr.Meic 


opinion?"  (Sane 
r/Mr.  Schulze.") 


Mr.  Meier 

Mr. 

,  Schulze 

"Do 

nothing" 
(61) 

"Act" 

(184) 

I-To 


"vvhich  of  the  t-.;o  following  im- 
pressions does  this  film  try  to 
convey?" 

Mr.  Meier: 

One  day  the  Conraunists  will  just 
fade  away  and  the  East  Zone  will 
again  be  free.   V/'e  needn't  do 
anything  about  it,  since  it  is 
certain  to  occur 

Mr.  Schulze: 


The  Communists  are  so  firmly 
entrenched  in  the  East  Zone  that 
they  will  never  leave  of  their 
own  will.   If  we  don't  do  ever^r- 
thing  to  free  the  East  Zone,  the 
Communists  will  never  disappear 


Ho  opinion 


305» 


10^ 


72 


100 


29/0 


20 

-^ 

100% 


No.  of 


opinion  cases 


109 


147 
301 


25 


The  aen,  the  better  educated,  higher  income  brackets  and  prestige 
occupations  seen  to  feel  more  strongly  than  others  that  'Everything  has 
to  be  done"  to  make  the  Communists  disappear  from  the  East  Zone.   However, 
comparing  their  personal  attitudes  with  their  interpretation  of  the  film 
in  this  particular  respect,  one  notes  that  these  more  vocal  groups,  as 
contrasted  with  their  counterpart  groups,  are  more  likely  to  feel  that 
the  film  suggests  a  course  of  action  in  keeping  with  Mr,  Meier's  inter- 
pretation of  the  film  ("do  nothing"). 

The  significant  figures  (from  the  two  tables  of  group-breaks)  to 
be  studied  are  e.g,  among  the  better  educated  -  62^  want  action  (Mr. 
Schulze),  while  20yJ  think  nothing  need  be  done.   In  this  sane  group  455^ 
think  the  fil~i  preaches  the  first  point,  v.hile  45^  thought  the  second, 

"And  what  is  your  opinion?  (C.RD) 

Mr.  Meier;     One  day  the  Communists  will  just  fade 
away  and  the  East  Zone  will  again  be 
free.  ,ie   needn't  do  anything  about 
it,  since  it  is  certain  to  occur. 

Mr.  Schulze;   The  Communists  are  so  firmly  entrenched, 
in  the  East  Zone  that  they  will  never 
leave  of  thtir  own  will.   If  we  don't 
do  everything  to  free  the  East  Zone,  the 
Communists  will  never  disappear." 

Mr.  Meier  Mr.  Schulze 

"Do  No  ITo.  of 

nothing"     "Act"     opinion      cases 

Total  Film  audience  20?^        61^     19Jb. .  .  100-;:^     3OI 

Sex: 

Men  25  64  13  152 

,vomen 

Education; 

Eleu.entary  school  21         60      I9  II7 

Beyond  elementary  20         62      18  I84 

Income; 

Up  to  399  DM  25        56     19  106 

400  to  599  DM  22         62      16  87 

600  DM  and  over  I3         72      1 5  67 


No  answer 


25 

18 

64 
53 

15 
24 

21 
20 

60 
62 

19 
18 

25 
22 

56 
62 

19 
16 

15 
17 

72 

54 

15 
29 

21 
18 

65 

62 

16 
20 

22 

59 

-19 

14 
12 

24 

65 
65 

65 

21 
25 

13 

25 
18 
17 

61 

.  55 

56 

14 
27 
27 

149 


41 


Up  to  29  years  21  65  16  92 

30  to  44  years  18  62  20  IO4 

45  years  and  over  22  59  I9  I05 
Occupation: 

Professionals  I4  65  21  I4 

Businessmen  12  65  25  49 

..hite-collar  workers  24  65  I3  116 
Skilled  and  semi-skilled 

laborers  25  61  I4  52 

Pensioners;  retired  18  55  27  40 

Others  I7       '  56  27  30 
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